
A pyramid of severity

Severe, 
deliberate  & 

persistent

Inflicted physical, 
sexual or emotional 

abuse

Neglect, poor physical care, 
emotional unavailability

Casual attitudes, carelessness, 
poor parenting

1-2 deaths per week

2-3:1000 on child 
protection plans

3% adults report 
physical cruelty

5% sexual 
abuse

8% emotional 
cruelty


